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110 Abstracts

The New Interpretation and Modern Meaning of the Conception
of the Single Individual (den Enkelte)

Satoshi NAKAZATO

My subject which makes clear the S.Kierkegaard's conception of the single
individual(den enkelte) for the our modern societies. The following issues are
always important for my S.K.studies: (1) the pivot, which appears through the exis-
tential dialectic method of mine, (2) the same pivot, which should be kept alive in
the academic approach, (3) what is the careful point of the pivot.

(1) The existential thinking (eksistierende at taenke) is always for me the pivot.
(2) The ideal history is my method of the academic approach. (3) the succession of
the raison d'etre of S.Kierkegaard's thoughts to the next generation of the readers
is been aware of.

The concept of the single individual consists of the followings: (1) to stand in
front of God (foran Gud at vaere), (2) the paradox, (3) failure (4) the deep emotion,
(5) the existential distinctions (6) the exceptional distinctions, (7) dialogue, (8) the
sympathy and antipathy, (9) the sin (offence and indebtedness).

I feel the serious crisis in Japanese educational institutions including the universi-
ties and academic-intellectual activities), when I try to find out the the raison d'etre
of the single individual. Because it seems to me that the raison d'etre of the single
individual is total absence there.

Japanese educational institutions and their activities are very similar to Nazism,
which Hannah Arendt analyzed, criticized and called as the banality of evil. I sup-
pose that the true cause of the banality of evil would be the narrow understanding
of the sin. Adolf Otto Eichmann insisted on the innocence of the crime against
humanity. The basis of his insistence is the individual will. But the conception of
sin does not only consist of offence (the individual level), but also indebtedness (the
collective).

The modern crisis of Japanese educational institutions comes from the outside
of the individual will, that is to say, the collective indebtedness. It is hope that the
particularities of the single individual would expose the ignorance of the collective
indebtedness and the solutions of the crisis.
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