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Why Kierkegaard Abandoned the Idea of
“Fulfillment’s Complete Works,” or the Implications of
his Publishing The Sickness unto Death
-Reading NB6-NB11-

Yusuke SUZUKI

In early December of 1848, Kierkegaard conceived the idea of publishing a
voluminous book “Fulfillment’s Complete Works”. However, in late June of the
same year, he abandoned the idea: on the 29th, he sent off to the printer the manu-
script of The Sickness unto Death, which was supposed to constitute “Fulfillment’s
Complete Works,” and a few days later he said in his journal that it was “... a des-
perate idea and so too something of a demonic one” (NB11:211).

In this paper, I try to elucidate why Kierkegaard abandoned the idea of
“Fulfillment’s Complete Works” by reading his journals NB6-NB11.

The main points of the idea are briefly summarized as follows: (1) Kierkegaard
wanted to publish a comprehensive book containing The Sickness unto Death,
Practice in Christianity, The Point of View and so on, (2) he wanted to do so not
under a pseudonym but under his real name, and (3) he intended to put an end to
his authorship with its publication. Kierkegaard came to find difficulties in these

three points respectively, so that he abandoned the idea in the end.
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