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Kierkegaard and ‘the Single Individual’
Iwao TANIZUKA

By the time of 1846 and 1847, Kierkegaard looks back into what his tasks had
been as an author, and acknowledges that his authorship had been aiming at making
people aware of what it is to be a Christian: to be this single individual. He even
stresses how decisive this was for his entire authorship: “[to] me, not personally
but as a thinker, this matter of the single individual is the most decisive.” (SKS 16,
94; POV, 114)

The aim of this article is to articulate the basic understanding of ‘the single indi-
vidual.” By examining his statement, “not personally but as a thinker,” this article
explores ‘the single individual’ mainly through his post-humous publication The
Point of View for My Work as an Author. At the end of the book, an appendix entitled
“The Single Individual” is attached, and this appendix is the focus of this article.

“The single Individual’ (den Enkelte) literally means to be alone by oneself, i.e.,
to be solitary. However, Kierkegaard coined this adjectival noun to mean what he
himself calls a decisive Christian category. If one is to be a Christian in the age of
‘pantheistic confusion,” one can be so only through becoming ‘the single individual.’
Only in this way can the relationship with God be restored. His authorship was
aimed precisely at this; but it was done surreptitiously, attempting to lure the read-

ers into ‘this single individual.’
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